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ER AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFI-
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Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Sister Jennie
Lechtenberg on the occasion of her retirement
from PUENTE Learning Center—the edu-
cational organization she founded which has
served more than 80,000 students since its in-
ception 25 years ago.

Sister Jennie’s visionary and lifelong com-
mitment to educating residents of low-income,
underserved communities dates back to 1954
when she joined the Sisters of the Holy
Names of Jesus and Mary. After earning a
Bachelor's Degree from Holy Names College
in Oakland, California, Sister Jennie worked
as a teacher and administrator in Los Ange-
les-area Catholic schools for more than three
decades.

It was during a three-month sabbatical in
1983 that Sister Jennie received her inspira-
tion for PUENTE Learning Center. After
launching tutoring programs for low-achieving
first- and second-graders at several public
schools in Boyle Heights located in the heart
of my congressional district, Sister Jennie ob-
served firsthand that the children struggling
the most in school came from homes in which
parents lacked basic education and/or English-
language proficiency.

It was then Sister Jennie made it her mis-
sion to address the broader educational needs
of the entire family. To enable parents to as-
sist their children academically, she initiated
an English-language-acquisition class for
adults. As an intergenerational, family-oriented
educational organization, these classes served
as the organization’s academic foundation. In
recognition of the center’'s broader purpose to
improve the lives of adults and children in the
home and in the community, Sister Jennie
aptly named the center PUENTE—the Span-
ish word for bridge and an acronym for People
United to Enrich the Neighborhood Through
Education.

Sister Jennie’s vision and commitment to
PUENTE’s future also brought key support
from generous donors. Prior to being elected
Mayor of Los Angeles, Richard J. Riordan pur-
chased property for PUENTE on Boyle Ave-
nue. Classes were held on the property in 10
double-wide trailers. At Sister Jennie’s urging,
foundations, corporations, and individuals sup-
ported an ambitious $10 million capital cam-
paign launched in 1992 to fund the construc-
tion of the center’'s 40,000-square-foot perma-
nent home in Boyle Heights. The stunning
new  technologically-sophisticated center
opened in 1995.

During this same time period, efforts were
underway to expand PUENTE into South Los
Angeles, an impoverished community strug-
gling to recover from the 1992 riots. Following
the civil unrest, the ARCO Foundation invited
PUENTE to establish a satellite campus on
land that previously housed an ARCO service
station that had been destroyed in the riot. A

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

small, two-classroom center opened on the
donated property in 1994 in temporary trailers
where students received English instruction
and basic computer skills.

Community demand in South Los Angeles
for additional classes, especially for children
and adolescents, prompted the launch of a
second capital campaign to construct a per-
manent $5 million South Los Angeles home.
The 20,000-square-foot facility opened in No-
vember 1999. A multi-purpose room was
added to the new facility in December 2001.

Today, approximately 2,000 students attend
classes each day in Boyle Heights and South
Los Angeles. PUENTE’s tuition-free programs
include: Preschool Readiness; Charter Kinder-
garten; After School Enrichment; High School
Tutorial; and Adult Education including English
as a Second Language, Adult High School Di-
ploma, Job Training, and Computer Repair/A+
Certification Preparation.

Madam Speaker, on March 18, 2010, the
community will gather at a gala dinner to
honor Sister Jennie’s outstanding contributions
as founder of PUENTE and to celebrate the
25th anniversary of this life-transforming orga-
nization which has given hope and opportunity
to countless individuals at the centers in Boyle
Heights and South Los Angeles.

| ask my congressional colleagues to please
join me in thanking Sister Jennie for her many
years of exemplary service to the community.
In addition to witnessing her incredible con-
tributions to Los Angeles over the years, | am
also proud to call her a dear friend.

As Sister Jennie transitions into retirement,
we commend her for her leadership and hard
work to develop PUENTE into the nationally
and internationally renowned educational cen-
ter for children, youth and adults that it is
today.

We extend to her our most heartfelt grati-
tude and best wishes.

———
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Mrs. HALVORSON. Madam Speaker, today
| rise to recognize Mayor Chris Koos of the
Town of Normal, for being named by Governor
Patrick Quinn as an “Environmental Hero” by
the State of lllinois. The award is given in rec-
ognition of a strong commitment to the health
and protection of the environment in lllinois.

Through strong leadership and commitment
to sustainable practices, Mayor Koos was at
the forefront of creating a pedestrian-friendly
community that has attracted Fortune 500
companies and over $200 million in private in-
vestment. In addition, Uptown Normal is the
first neighborhood in the United States to re-
quire Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design (LEED) certification for new buildings.

Having had the opportunity to work with
Mayor Koos, | know first-hand that this award
is well deserved. His dedication to innovative,
cleaner and greener initiatives, has improved
the quality of life for the citizens of the Town
of Normal. For this, | commend him for his ef-
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forts and wish him and the Town of Normal
continued growth and success for years to
come.

——————

HEALTH INSURANCE INDUSTRY
FAIR COMPETITION ACT
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Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, the insurance in-
dustry and Major League Baseball are the last
industries in our country not subject to Federal
anti-trust laws.

The insurance industry can collude to set
rates, resulting in higher premiums than true
competition would achieve.

Because of the exemption, rate increases
are not reviewed by the Federal Government.

Today | held a hearing of the Energy and
Commerce Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigations evaluating the most recent and
egregious example of this. In California,
WellPoint's Anthem Blue Cross plan recently
raised premiums by an astounding 39 percent.

One of the most effective actions Congress
can take to lower health care costs is to re-
move the health insurance industry’s anti-trust
exemption.

This legislation would create competition in
the health insurance market and lower the
overall cost of health insurance for consumers.

According to the American Medical Associa-
tion, 94 percent of insurance markets in the
United States are now highly concentrated. In
my state of Michigan, one company controls
63 of the health insurance market.

Insurers are thriving in the anti-competitive
marketplace, raking in enormous profits and
paying out huge salaries to top executives.

Meanwhile, American families are struggling
to pay their mortgages, credit card bills and
medical expenses. Many are losing their
health insurance altogether with the loss of
their jobs.

Yet health insurance companies continue to
thrive, at the expense of struggling Americans.

It is about time that insurance companies
play by the same rules as every other Amer-
ican industry.

| urge Members to support this legislation,
to a establish a fair insurance market that en-
courages competition and lower costs.

————

HONORING THE LIFE AND ACCOM-
PLISHMENTS OF GEORGE RIOS
UPON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 25, 2010

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam
Speaker, | rise today to honor the life and ac-
complishments of a distinguished member of
my community, George Rios. After more than
thirty years of service, George is retiring from
the City of San Jose on March 6, 2010.

In the great tradition of the American
Dream, Mr. Rios is the son of Mexican immi-
grants. He grew up in Oakland, California and
spoke no English as a child. His father was a
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